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Purpose of the Project:

The Town of Dillon iIis | ocated in the heart
destination for recreation. Other neighboring communities include Breckinridge, Keystone, and
Vail. These surrounding communities provide wintertime attractions and activities, while Dillon
provides primarily summertime recreation with direct access to Dillon Reservoir. Dillon's
waterfront is a major component of the Town's fabric, identity and economy. The waterfront
offers amenities such as the marina, amphitheater, park and farmer's market, with an annual
sailing event that draws a national audience. At over 9,000 feet above sea level, Dillon has the
second highest elevation for an operating marina in the world.

The purpose of this project began as a comprehensive master plan for the Dillon Marina and its
landside facilities. However, through the involvement and recommendations of the Landscape
Architect, the project grew to encompass planning for Marina Park and stronger connections
bet ween Dill onds waterfront and Town Center
will serve as a catalyst for increased tourism and future development along the waterfront and
adjacent areas.
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Role of the Landscape Architect:

The L.A. led the master planning and design process as part of an interdisciplinary team of civil
engineers, marina specialists, and environmental scientists. The L.A. conducted a detailed site
inventory and prepared analysis of the opportunities and constraints for this rugged Rocky
Mountains site. The L.A. played an integral role throughout the process, guiding stakeholder inp
and building consensus for the planning process, which led directly to its expansion to incorpora
the waterfront, Town Center and Marina Park.

The LA conducted a workshdmased planning effort for integration of the waterfront with

Dill onds adjacent Town Center, working witdtk
future waterfront and Town development. The L.A. crafted solutions for connecting the Town
Center to the waterfront through private development and over steep terrain. The L.A. also
worked with the Parks Committee to design future expansion and redevelopment of Marina Parl
including a pavilion, expanded amphitheater, trail system, alpine gardens and meadow, revamp
parking, fishing/observation pier, playgrounds, and multiple restroom/concession facilities.

The L.A. is currently assisting the client with permitting, design and engineering, and constructic
documents for Phase 1 Marina and Park improvements.
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Special factors:

Landscape Restoration at 9200 Feet

The Town of Dillon is located at 9,200' above sea level, which provided a new set of challenges
for the L.A. The vegetation and climatic conditions of Arapahoe County are found in very few
settings, let alone urbanized ones. Recently the Lacebark Pine Beetle has devastated the
evergreen landscape that dominates the lower elevations of this alpine region. The waterfront c
Dillon has not been spared and many trees in the project area were affected and removed durin
the planning effort. The L.A. developed recommendations for an Alpine Garden and Meadow to
revegetatehe slopes along the waterfront as well as create a unique visitor open space amenity.

Innovative Solutions for Water Level Fluctuations

The creation of the Dillon Reservoir in the 1960s caused the movement of the Town from the
waterds edge to upland el evations above t he
provide water for Denver and is connected to the City's system via a 12' diametele kg

pipe. Denver has experience record droughts since the creation of the reservoir. Water levels ir
the reservoir have fluctuated as much as 60' in a single year, posing significant operational
constraints on the marina.

The L.A. helped plan and design a floating wharf and dock structure to accommodate these
significant water fluctuations. This structure also connects to a boardwalk and expanded service
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Special factors:

area providing opportunities for needed f@eason facilities such as a waterfront restaurant and
conference/banquet hall. Highly detailedd3enderings were prepared to show how this new
wharf and boardwalk system would function at both high and low water levels.

Reconnecting Over Difficult Terrain

During the Towndés move in thel960s most of
at the time called for new development along the waterfront to capture the highly marketable
views of the reservoir, which ended up interrupting the connection of the Town Center to the
waterfront and marina. Significant elevation change from the Town Center and Marina also
compound this problem and constrain potential pedestrian connects. The existing marina acces
also located on extremely steep slopes, with parking lots that function inadequately for visitors.

The L.A. developed a series of design solutions to address these connection problems, using tie
parking and an attractive series of trails and overlooks to bring people down to the waterfront.
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Existing Site Arial Photo with Current Slip LayoL

The project provided many challenges for the design team. The Town of Dillon is loca
in the resort area of Arapahoe, County Colorado and is at elevation 9,200.
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Site Analysis, Opportunities and Constraints

The site has steep topography changes which limit pedestrian connections from the ta
center to the marina and park. The design team accessed opportunities and constrair
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