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Purpose of the Project:

The Northeast Region Headquarters hous
administrative and program personnel for sixteen eastern Wisconsin counties
from Fond du Lac to the south to Marinette to the north. This project allowed the
DNR to consolidate operations that existed at four separate sites in Green Bay
into the 34,565 gsf office facility.

The completed project, Wi sconsin state
Environmental Design (LEED) certified building, achieved Gold level
certification. The DNR desired the office building to be sited and designed to
incorporate environmentally friendly features to exceed the minimum standards
contained in the Wisconsin State Administrative Code.

The headquarters facility is part of a 16.04 acre site and is easily accessible from bott
Highway 29/32 and Highway 41/141 which serves many local communities. The
Village of Howard owns a park to the north of the property (Meadow Brook

Park).

Lancaster Creek runs through approximately 6.4 acres of wetland and associated
upland on the north part of the property, adjacent to Meadow Brook Park. The
571 feet of stream thread and wetland offer the potential for environmental
education opportunities to the public. The stream and wetland were required to
maintained in their natural state and were acquired for conservation and educati
purposes under the Statewide Habitat Restoration Program.
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Role of the Landscape Architect:

The entire team including design professionals, general contractor, and owner and
agency representatives participated in design charettes focused on energy
efficiency. This iIintegrated design p
performance and user comfort.

Whole building design ensured that characteristics such as orientation, massing,
overhangs, light shelves, and clearstories were designed to minimize the need for
mechanical heating, cooling and lighting. The integration of the site design,
buil ding placement and iIits details w
the sustainable objectives. The landscape architect provided guidance and expert
from the site analysis through construction.

The | andscape architectos role was to
grading, preserve the natural drainage patterns and protect the existing wetlands
stream ecosystems. The landscape design was to reflect the local environment us
a native landscape plant palette. As key player in the integrated design team, the
landscape architect provided input on the building location, layout of the parking Ic
and pedestrian circulation, and design of the surface stormwater and infiltration
system.
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Special factors:

The integrated design team process varied from the usual state of Wisconsin
project delivery especially with the inclusion of the general contractor in
design charrettes. This provided valuable budget and build ability
information at the early design stage resulting in cost and building
efficiencies. The project has exceeded an annual energy savings of 60%
compared to ASHRAE standard 961.299. This was also the first state
project requiring independent commissioning and construction waste
recycling.

The landscape was modeled on the local native plant communities originally
present on site and adapted to the unique microclimates within. Custom
shade trellises laced with native vines help to mitigate solar heating during
the summer months on the South elevation.

A system of bioinfiltration swales direct and filter storm water from the roof
and parking lot to a wet pond and protects the local stream and wetland
from pollutants. The drive isle with parking on both sides minimizes the
amount of impervious pavement and directs water to the center bioswale.
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Aerial View of Project

The WDNR NE Regional HQ overlooks Lancaster Creek and the wetland conservancy. The nati
landscape system winds throughout the site, buffers and protects the conservancy, provides
habitat for wildlife, and a offers a spectacular view for employees.




Plan View of Project
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Bike and pedestrian trails connect the Visitor Center to the adjacent Meadow Brook Park and surrounding

residential homes. Visitor parking with accommaodation for boats and trailers is linked by a pedestrian
bridge to the visitor center. The Service Center and loading area is screened by dense vegetation.
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Landscape Concept

A low maintenance, sustainable landscape was created focusing on local dry to wet prairie and
woodland edge plant communities particularly adapted to the site and its microclimates.
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