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Wisconsin Chapter 
American Society of Landscape Architects 

 
WI ASLA Executive Board Minutes 

September 19, 2006 
 

Call to Order 
The September meeting of the WI ASLA Board was called to order at 6:10 p.m., on the 19th of September 2006, at 
JJR in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
Present: Dan Williams – President; Pam Linn – Past-President; Jay Gehler – Treasurer; Shawn Kelley – Trustee; 
Rebecca Flood – Member-at-large; Christa Wollenzien – Member-at-large; Kyle Trulen – Member-at-large – Web 
Master; Jessie Fink – Past Secretary; Jessica Thuli – Secretary 
 
Approval of August Meeting Minutes:  There was no motion to approve the August Meeting Minutes. 
   
President’s Report:  Dan Williams reported the following: 

• The September meeting is in lieu of the annual retreat. Agenda and budget were not compiled for this 
meeting. 

• The CIP grant was awarded to the WI ASLA chapter in amount of a $1,000 matching grant ($2,000 total), 
to be used by Arnie Allanen to document historic landscapes in Wisconsin. Jay will send a check to Arnie. 

• WI ASLA election results were sent to National ASLA. 
• Recognition Awards Banquet date and site needs to be identified. Jay and Pam will look at locations in 

Madison and Milwaukee. A list of past recipients will be posted to the website. Pam will send Jessica the 
2004 recipient list. 

• We need to decide what goes on the website and who is in charge of organizing the information. The 
responsibilities should be distributed among the group. Kyle will help upload and organize the information. 

• Judging of New York State’s awards was completed in August. Only Merit Awards were given this year 
due to the low quality submittals. 

• A request was made to move starting tee times for the 2007 Annual Golf Outing to the afternoon so that 
members don’t have to take as much time off from their work to attend. The chapter will revise the Student 
Scholarship Award submittal in Spring 2007 so that students have time to organize entries prior to the Golf 
Outing. The Student Scholarship Award will be awarded at the Golf Outing this year and next. 

 
Trustee’s Report:  Shawn Kelly reported the following dilemma regarding the National ASLA funds. 

• National ASLA Finance Committee mandates two goals: 1) Maximize the return on our Reserve Funds and 
2) Invest in Socially Responsible Investments (SRI’s). These are conflicting goals, and the Trustee’s need 
to decide which to follow. 1) Invest in SRI’s and promote a high moral standard as an organization or 2) 
Invest in companies that have a high return, but are not socially conscious. Shawn will bring this paradox 
up at the National ASLA Meeting in October. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Jay Gehler reported the following: 

• A detailed Treasurer’s report was presented.  See attached handout for details. 
• Jay reported that the tax year ended on 8-31-06 and the book keeper will start on our tax return. 
• We will soon have two accounts: a Pac Activities and a General Operations of the Chapter. These accounts 

will be set up after the tax return is finished. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Licensure Committee:  Shawn Kelly distributed a handout on what Licensure means to ASLA, a “Fact Sheet” 
from National ASLA. 

• Licensure is moving along. Our representative is negotiating the timing of drafting our new bill so that we 
don’t have to make revisions after the November election period. After January 1st, our bill can be legally 
redrafted and move toward legislature. 
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• Shawn and Michael will meet with the Board of Regulation and Licensing in November to discuss next 
steps. The secretary of this committee is interested in visiting WI landscape architecture firms so that she 
knows what landscape architects do and therefore represent us better. 

• Our chapter needs to register with the State of WI as a registered lobbying entity to be legal. Shawn took 
down the board’s voting addresses to begin this process. This will come at a $500 cost to the chapter. 

• Choice was made to have a meeting with Mr. Schwingle of the Green Industry. He is interested in what 
exclusions are written into our draft bill. 

 
Student Chapter: 

• Leigh Gevelinger arranged a Student Chapter Kick-Off meeting for the students, which was one of the best 
attended meetings in Student Chapter history. 

 
UW LA Dept.:  Shawn Kelly reported no new news. 
 
Visibility Committee:   

• CIP Grants was awarded to the WI ASLA chapter for documentation of historic landscapes. 
• Website is almost ready to be launched. Framework is complete, we just need to upload information to the 

site. 
 

Alumni Committee:  Nothing to report. 
 
Fellows Committee: 

• Requirement to become a fellows includes: 1) National ASLA member for minimum ten years, and 2) must 
have nationally recognized projects. 

• Becoming a fellow is problematic because the potential fellow essentially must hire a PR to write their 
submittal, at their own expense. This discourages potential fellow from submitting.  

• Jim Kauemeier from Waukesha County Park System is a potential candidate.  
 
Old Business:  

• Members Cruise on the Betty Lou in August was successful. 
• Bill Tishler’s book on Peninsula State Park was released in August. 

 
New Business:   

• Judging of the Student Scholarship Awards took place, each students awarded $500 at the Annual Golf 
Outing. 

• Senior award winner: Shane Bernau 
• Junior award winner: Zachary Vieth 
• 2006 Fall Recognition Awards Banquet date and site to be determined. 

 
Next meeting:  The next Executive Board meeting is scheduled for October 17th Delafield, at the Delafield 
Brew Pub at 5:30pm. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Notes taken and written by Chapter Secretary Jessica Thuli. 








